NATIONAL FOCUS

istoric racing is all
about  nostalgia,
‘reliving the past,
but I had more than
a touch of deja vu
when I tried a
bunch of latterday
Formula 3 cars at
Silverstone. It wasn’t merely
because I remembered them from
my teens. I had been there before.

In fact, I competed in the Toyota
(2-litre) and Classic (1600cc) classes
over three enjoyable summers. My
criteria were: interesting single-
seater chassis, affordable running
costs and helpful environments for
this cack-handed spanner jockey.
Both met them admirably.

But my interest still went deeper
than running ex-Thierry Tassin and
David Sears Argo-Toyota JM6s and
the ex-Tim Brise GRD-Lotus 372 (all
designed by the late Jo Marquart),
for I was one of Tony Broster’s
cohorts who founded the Toyota F3
revival as a viable wings-and-slicks
club formula in 1986.

By switching back to the 1600cc
class I did things the wrong way
around. If you were to tackle it the
logical way, you would find the
smaller cars equally involving and
prepare you well for Toyota F3. The
‘Classics’ ran from 1971-73,
between the unforgettable 1-litre
‘screamers’ and the 2-litre F3 which
arrived in *74 and is still here.

The most popular engine in the
era was the Lotus twin-cam, but the
Renault Gordini (tuned by Bernard
Dudot, who now heads the French
giant’s F1 team) also achieved
success. Both air-restricted engines
produce around 125bhp.

My first lapping session
reacquainted me with the ex-Bev
Bond March-Lotus 713S which I
drove at Goodwood in 1989. The
immaculate chassis suited owner
Bob Sellix (who finished joint third
last year, on consistency), but was
set up too soft for my liking.

The Renault engine in Nigel
Fright’s March 733 (the best ever
1600cc F3 chassis?) refused to play
ball due to electrical gremlins, thus
its characteristics remain a mystery.

Three’s
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The Lotus in champion Nick
Crossley’s Chevron B20 was more
amenable. Built by Colin Holt, who
developed the originals at Norvic, it
felt stronger than any I'd previously
sampled. Torquey and free-revving,
it brought the car alive, and reacted
like a TF3 (see panel, right).

But the surprise of the day was
Mike Barnby’s Elden PRH9. The ex-
Mike Catlow car , and its intriguing
engine, are belters. Wheel
manufacturer Barnby, who had not
raced since he won the Oceanair
Clubmans B Sport title in 1978,
developed the Ford crossflow unit -
eligible, but rarely seen in period -
simply because he could not afford
up to £4000 for a Lotus ‘twink.

Built from a new FF1600 block,
with Escort GT pistonsand a 13.7:1
compression ratio, it breathes

through twin Weber 40DCOE carbs
and an original Vegantune airbox,
courtesy of John Hart. For under
£1000 in parts, plus Mike’s labour, T
was amazed to discover that the
engine’s power and torque were
very similar to those of Crossley’s.

The plated spaceframe chassis
was responsive too, and turned in
on a sixpence, thus I was able to lap
within half a second of my best in
the Chevron. Mike has a couple of
third places under his belt, but I
reckon his car could win races and
the engine option could open the
F3 door to many competitors.

My Toyota F3 comeback was
initially a disappointment, for
neither Alastair Ferguson’s ex-
Rupert Keegan Chevron B34 nor
Mike Quinn’s ex-Anders Olofsson
Ralt RT1 was properly set up.
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The Chevron understeered big
time at Brooklands, only a huge lift
or a pitch at the apex would get it to
turn-in. Ferguson, who had warned
me, described a few laps in Rob
Moores’s B38 as ‘the biggest
education of my racing career, and
incentive to sort mine for 1996,

Ron Tauranac’s genius spawned
the robust Ralt RT1 models for five
years. Indeed Larry Perkins won the
European title first time out in 1975.
But the two I'd driven previously
had both been equipped with
Rover V8 engines for speed events.

I wanted to give the beefy Toyota
twin-cams some stick (the needle
must be kept between 5000-
6000rpm in the higher gears to
avoid detonation with the 24mm
air restrictors), but inexplicably
Quinn’s had its brake bias wound

Above left:
Ferguson’s
ex-Keegan
Chevron B34.
Above right:
Barnby’s
ex-Gatiow Elden
PRHO. Right:
Crossley’s
ex-Skeaping
Chevron B20
handled like a
bigger car.

Left: Moores’s
ex-Daly Ghevron
B38 was a
revelation in
wet conditions

b

fully to the front, thus the wheels
locked when I breathed on the
pedal. Without a cockpit-adjustable
balance bar, we called it a day.

These were far from typical of the
Toyota F3 cars I loved racing, but
my confidence was more than
restored by a shot in Moores’s
Chevron (see panel, left).

Both classes remain. fine
introductions to ‘Historic’ racing.
For less than a Pre-’71 Formula Ford
1600, and sensible running costs,
they can also take you to Europe’s
greatest circuits via the super
German Open series. B

B HISTORIC FORMULA 3

S

1 February 1996 AUTOSPORT 93




